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Texas  church  holding  CP  contributions 


EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE 

OFFICERS 


The  Executive 
Committee  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 
recentty  elected  officers 
for  the  coming  year. 
Chosen  to  serve  were 


Columbus,  vice-chair¬ 
men  end  chairman-elect: 
Liz  MeGrew,  member 
of  Woodville  Church. 
Woodville;  and  Bandy 
Turner,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Laurel,  cheir- 
man.  (Photo  by  William 
H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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flo?d?'  author 
Rod  Ih-eher  during  the  Gheeca  Lec- 
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n*tworfa  of  resistance  that  can  outwit 
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^^al  disputation  —  is  not  the  most  ef- 
d  "jHjOpW**  the  GosP«'i  This  is 

d  shouldn't  be  prepared 

befiev*  what**6** i?9fuinents  for  why  we 

«^*tpeorfe  whoscway  of  thi'nkmg 
is  Ortenmnedby  emotivLsm  .  are  not 

"We  need  to.expand  our  idea  of  what 


M  "hat  life  in  Chris,  *  about 

but  afoo  to  show  them.  To  do  that,  we 
-gtodor much  better  job  of  embody 

j^gS5SteSEfE?A 

iM  of  Christian  , tv 

sthe  n^oc  .hat  there  is  no  objetfive 

gaasMtaaiKy 

Therapeutic  Deism  Dre- 

fcfiSsEWte**- 

d£Kjgacs3e? 

ZESTJH* gg/*aqu^n,  Semi- 


id  Baptists  perform  two  presidential  baptisms? 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
ports)  -Just  in  time  for  the  passing 
of  Presidents’  Day  2017  earner  this 
week,  claims  that  George  Washing¬ 
ton  and  Abraham  Lincoln  both  un¬ 
derwent  secretive  baptisms  by  im¬ 
mersion  have  drawn  scrutiny  from 


Washington  is  said  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  baptism  from  army  chap¬ 
lain  John  Geno,  a  Baptist,  during 
the  Revolutionary  War,  while  both 
Baptists  and  members  of  the  Stone- 
Camjbefl  tradition  have  claimed 
Lincoln  sought  and  received  bap 
tism  by  immersion 

Immersion  claims  about  both 
presidents  have  received  a  mixed  re¬ 
ception  from  historians. 


George  Washington 

Stories  about  Washington  hung 
immersed  were  popularized  in  a 
1926  essay  by  Baptist  minister  Le¬ 
muel  Barnes  published  in  the  Bul¬ 
letin  of  William  Jewell  College  in 
liberty.  Mo. 

America's  first  president  suppos¬ 
edly  came  to  believe  immersion  was 
the  biblical  mode  of  baptism  and 
wanted  to  obey  Christ's  command. 
As  'direct  evidence'  far  the  baptism, 
Barnes  cited  testimony  from  the 
Gano  family  presented  in  sworn  affi¬ 
davits  some  too  years  after  the  bap 
tism  was  said  to  have  taken  place. 

John  Gano  purportedly  told  three 
of  his  children  about  the  baptism. 
Those  children,  in  turn,  relayed  the 
tradition  to  cither  family  members 
who  later  made  published  state¬ 
ment*.  to  one.  instance,  the  jwb- 
lishad  statement  is  fire  people  re¬ 
moved  from  John  Gano. 

Barries  also  cited  “dreumteantia) 
evidence"  for  the  baptism,  todad- 


ing  Washington’s  ‘good  opinion"  of 
Baptists  and  the  tad  some  in  Wash¬ 
ington’s  Episcopal  denomination 
believed  immersion  was  the  biblical 
modeofhatfoam. 

Baptist  historian  Terry  Woiever, 
editor  of  Particular  Baptist  Press  m 
Springfield,  Mo.,  stated  in  the  2012 
edition  of  hi*  John  Gano  biography  . 

‘  I  have  seen  no  convincing  argument 
to  dBte  that  would  justify  an  outright 
dismissal  of  the  overall  testimony  of 
the  original  affidavits  in  support  of 
tire  baptism." 

The  scarcity  of  evidence  for  the 
baptism.  Wofcver  noted,  mao'  be 
explained  by  Washington  s  alleged 
desire  to  keep  it  a  secret  An  1889 
affidavit  by  Cano’s  granddaughter 
Margaret  Ewing  stated  that  Wash¬ 
ington,  "for  prudent  reasons  tfid  not 
desire  that  his  baptism  should  be 

Woiever  speculated  that  Gano 
may  have  been  honoring  Wash¬ 
ington’s  wish  when  he  made  no 
mention  of  the  baptism  in  his  Bio¬ 
graphical  Memoirs.  Absence  of  any 
reference  to  the  event  in  Washing¬ 
ton’s  personal  papers  also  may  have 
been  intentional,  Wolr-ver  argued. 

Tofu  Nettles,  a  retired  histori¬ 
cal  theology  professor  at  Southern 
Seminary  m  Louisville,  Ky,  and 
a  Mississippi  native,  told  Baptist 
Press  (BP)  ft  is  possible  Gano  bap¬ 
tized  Washington. 


'I  don’t  believe 
[Lincoln's]  baptism  story... 

Looking  beyond  the 
surface,  it  is  significant 
to  note  that  some  people 
want  to  believe  it. 
It  affords  some  kind  of 
validity  or  affirmation  [of 
Baptist  views].  That  was 
especially  important  in  thg, 
early  to  mid-  19th  century.' 

Kafth  Harper 


nlor  professor  of  Baptist 
studios  at  Southaastorn 
Seminary 


the  birth  and  early  development  of 
our  nation.* 

Barnes  concluded  in  a  1933  ar¬ 
ticle  published  in  the  Religious 
Heralonewsjaurnal  of  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Virginia, 
‘Nobody  knows  for  certain  nor  is  ft 
likely  that  anyone  ever  will  know" 
whether  America's  first  president 
was  immersed. 


Abraham  Lincoln 


"Though  several  relevant  ques¬ 
tions  can  be  posed  concerning  die 
reliability  of  [the]  reports,"  Nettles 
said  in  written  comments,  the  tra¬ 
dition  of  Washington's  baptism 
"should  not  be  discussed  as  a  pious 
fraud  invented  by  someone  with  ul¬ 
terior  motives." 

The  baptism  account  “would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  consistent  with  the  piety 
and  convictions  of  Gano,  his  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  chaplain  in  the  Revolution- 
ay  army,  Washington's  admiration 
of  him,  and  the  possible  conviction 
of  Washington,  held  by  some  min¬ 
isters  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  that 
not  sprinkling  but  immersion  was 
bibBcal  baptism,"  Netties  said. 

Keith  Harper,  seniot  professor 
(^Baptist  studies  at  Southeastern 

Gano’s memoirs leads^huntoic  jbe 
it  occurred.  CUna  of  a  WosMg- 
ton  immersion  likely  were  among 
"numerous  efforts  made  during  the 
early  19th  century  to  make  Batiste 
look  more  credible  in  the  eyes  of  the 
general  pubfic,"  he  ofcrwveA 

As  evidence  against  the  Washing¬ 
ton  immersion  tradition,  some  ate 
die  published  view  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Baptist. Association  in  which 
Gano  was  a  prominent  minister  that 
baptism  should  be  administered 
only  to  individuals  who  intended  to 
join  Baptist  churches. 

For  instance,  the  association 
declared  at  its  1740  annual  meet¬ 
ing  that  baptizing  an  individual 
who  did  not  wish  to  join  a  Baptist 
church  was  "directly  destructive 
to  all  gospel  rule,  order,  and  dis¬ 
cipline,"  according  to  published 
minutes  of  the  association. 

Washington  never  sought  mem 
bership  in  a  Baptist  church.  Still, 
JohnRevcil,  former  pastor  of  Stam¬ 
ford  (On.)  Baptist  Church  which 
Gano  helped  found,  said  the  con¬ 
gregation  has  a  “longstanding  tradi¬ 
tion”  of  the  baptism  as  well  as  "sup¬ 
porting  evidence"  in  the  church's 
‘historical  documents." 

"When  I  first  arrived  as  pastor, 
Rew-I)  said  in  written  comments,  "I 
recognized  and  appreciated  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  the  fact  that  the  found 
ing  pastor  of  Stamford  Baptist 
Church  baptized  the  founding  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  United  States  We  date 
not  forget  the  central  and  critical 
role  of  our  leaders'  Christian  faith  in 
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Abraham  Lincoln’s  baptism 
tradition  is  recounted  by  Woiever 
based  on  Lloyd  Ostendorf  and  Wal¬ 
ter  Oleksy's  1995  book,  Lincoln's 
Unknown  Private  Life:  An  Oral 
History  by  His  Black  Housekeeper 
Marian  Vance." 

Ostendorf,  who  died  in  2000, 
was  an  Ohio  artist  and  Lincoln  his¬ 
torian  who  wrote  five  books  about 
the  former  president.  Oleksy  is  a  ca¬ 
reer  newspaper  reporter  and  editor, 
and  amateur  historian  who  lives  in 
Glenview.  Q. 

Vance  testified  some  40  years 
after  the  fact  that  Lincoln  was  im¬ 
mersed  in  Springfield,  1,  in  i860 
when  he  was  president-elect  to  ful¬ 
fill  a  promise  to  his  Baptist  mother 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  before  leaving 
foe  Washington,  D.C 

To  conceal  the  baptism  from  his 
wife,  who  opposed  Baptist  views  and 
was  known  to  have  battled  mental 
health  challenges,  ft  was  performed 
at  night  by  German  Baptist  Brethren 
minister  David  Elkins,  according  to 
Ostendorf  and  Oleksy’s  account  1 

*  James  Mutch's  196a  hiteory  of 
the  Stone-Campbefl  movement  re¬ 
counted  a  Story  with  similar  derails 
y«  wkh  atnlnJster  from  h»  Disciples 
of  Christ  denomination  supposedly 
performing  the  baptism.  Murch,  an 
ordained  Saaples  of Christ  minister 
who  died  in  \<TT3,  nrted  another  ac¬ 
count  that  Lincoln  was  baptized  in 
Virginia  while  he  was  president. 

In  1958,  Baptist  historian  Leo 
Ctismon  of  Kentucky  presented  a 
paper  to  the  General  Asaodation  of 
Baptists  in  Kentucky  arguing  Lin¬ 
coln  bad  strong  connections  to  Bap¬ 
tists,  attending  Baptist  churches  ui 
his  formative  veers  tiiough  be  never 
joiwd.  Crismon  did  not  however, 
mention  Lincoln  being  hatZned. 

Bill  Anderson,  a  retired  Southern 
Baptist  pastor  who  has  read  more  4 
than  100  books  on  Lincoln,  told  BP 
he  has  never  heard  of  Lincoln  being 


WASHINGTON 


baptized  in  Springfield. 

The  claim  about  Lincoln  being 
b^tiatd  is  not  inconceivable,  said 
Anderson,  who  pasture*!  Calvary 
Onirch  in  Clearwater,  FI.,  for  26 
years.  Still,  "1  would  bet  against" 
the  immersion  having  occurred  “be¬ 
cause  I  have  never  heard  a  syflahle  of 
it  in  all  the  stuff  I’ve  read." 


Harper  agreed.  “I  don't  believe 
( Lincoln’s]  baptism  story,  either,"  he 
said  in  written  comments.  "He  did 
attend  church  regularly,  though:  ID 
give  him  that.  Looking  beyond  the 
surface,  it  is  significant  to  note  that 
some  people  want  to  bdirre  ft.  It  M- 
fords  some  kind  of  validity  **  Smt- 
motion  [of  Baptist  views].  That  was , 
especially  important  in  the  early  to 
iu&tqth  century." 
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,n  truest  senseofthe 
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Kith  him.  but  thi8  is  wbatGe^  added 
My  grace  is  sufficient  for  you"  (2  Cor 
fe*3“““2)-  God  was  saying 
Paul  is  whatever  you  face  is  not  bigger 
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you  that  have  had  the  satn^  •«»«»„  ,  M*yt>e  there  is  someone  Got 
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^  **  Problems,  He  will  put 

mall  the  grace  you  need.  Whatever  I 

mountains  are  in  your  lift,  sitting  out  I 
there  on  the  horizon  waiting  for  wu  I 

•Tn,«G«u5an  u£m  I 

«ek  HU  face  and  Hisl 
£S^5r .din,b  on.  He  waits  to  carry ■ 
op  ti“*  mountain  and  by  the  timaA 
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CONEHATTA 

CHURCH, 

NEWTON 

COURT,  t 
ASSOCIATION. 

has  called 
Shannon 
Davis  as  pastor. 
Davis  and  his 
wife.  Dee  Dee,  and 
daughters  Brylee 
and  Eden,  began 
their  service  at  the 
church 
Feb.  8. 
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GARAYWA.CAMP  AGONFERE' H 


tUN  ML  I  fHE  PASTOfl/LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT  DEPT.  AT 
601-292-3305  OR  VCLARY@MBCB.ORG  FOR  MORE  INFO. 


JUNE  27  -  JULY  1 . 201 7 
WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY 
HATTIESBURG.  MS 

THE  MUSIC  AND  WORSHIP  ARTS  CAMP 
FOR  6TH  -  12TH  GRADERS 
for  more  information:  www.mbcb.org  I  scluttrell®  mbcb.org 

CHURCH  MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 


Mississippi  Baptist 

Handbell  Festival 
/  \  /  v  /  /  v  /  / 


March  30  -  April  1 
Brandon  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 

Barry  Burris,  Handbell  Specialist  -  Skills  Workshop 
Michelle  Smith,  Handbells  Clinician 

For  more  information  including  schedule  and  registration  forms, 

call  Church  Music  Department  at 
1-800-7.48-1651  (in  town  —  601-292-3267).  * ' 
Youcan  also  visit  our  Web  site  at  www.mbcb.org 
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Monday,  Blue  Mountain  College 
Tuesday,  William  Carey  University 
Wednesday,  Mississippi  College 
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^Crossgates  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 


Awards  Banquet  on  Friday*  Maroh  3,  S-9  P  m- 

Many  categories  are  available  for  entry! 
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House  rescinds  last-minul 
Planned  Parenthood  edict 


XIZ  BSU  UIPV  DBTU  FPXO,  P  NZ  TPVM? 
BOF  XIZ  BSU  UIPV  FJTRVJAUAF  XJUI- 
J0  NA?  IPQA  JO  HPF:  GPS  J  TIBMW  ZAU 
QSBJTA  UN,  XIP  JT  UIA IA "MUI  PG  NZ 
DPVOUAOBODA,  BOF  NZ  HPF. 

QTBMNT  GPSUZ-UISAA:  gjwa 


US  H«J»e  of  Representatives  otTpeb!*^  acred  dean  go"* if  S*'?'  '",  a*1*,  u'Wt*'  twfore 

t°  r?^«^?»««MdnJe from  the  Oba!S  hiJappreval .  .Prc8,den,  f>,,nald  Tn,n’P  <*' 

fresident  of  the  Southern  Bap- 
R>'V„.u,s  Liberty  Commission  in 

Pre«  OwS^Th  "I  "nn'’n  fon,men,s  to  ,i;|['tiM 
,  ,d.  ,  TL7^t/art,-S  arC  rlear:  WI‘en  states  <!e- 
ude  to  direct  federal  monies  away  from  the  na- 

f  n  tLargr  abortl?n  Provider  and  toward  the 
ftinding  of  community  health  centers,  access  ,> 
healthcare  services  increases. 

m7n1?'r7Pderav  Rovcoment  has  the  right  to  do 
many  things,  but  forcing  states  to  allocate  tax 

m  a  of  thein'' n‘CS  SUPPor’  of  abor,i<,'>  »  "»t  one 

n  j  .  .  .Jeanne  Mancini,  president  of  the  Marrt,  tv,r 

President  Iafe  m  Washington,  D.C.,  said  in  a  written  state 
■  rule  ment,  "States  desene  the  fr^dom  To  chS,t 

sod  th  WK°'T.t  ue,r  ,axPa>w  dollars  are  spent 
andftey  should  have  the  right  to  prevent  tax- 

^  y  dolla.rs  frim>  supporting  ahortion  provid- 
ers.  particularly  when  community  health  centers 
Klen'£”n*  and  outnuirtr 

While  opponents  of  the  HHS  rule  comment 

u* ‘Fart  rendrt  votc.', 1>lanned  Parenthood  decried 
wsirt  foT^  ^  ongress  are  trying  to  make  it 
easier  for  state  politicians  to  take  awav  people's 

^  ^.arL"  n'?Tc,bc?ll>': ,h<:  four  milh'on^ple 


_  .  -----  VIU  1  Uiv 

administration  that,  effectively 
from  prohibiting  fun  ‘  ' 
and  other  abortion  pi 
The  House  voted 

Resolution  43  wi-i.  ule _ 

renders  it  without  effect.  Representatives  took  da- 
action  under  Congress'  authority  to  review  federal 
agency  rulemaking  -  in  this  case,  the  U  S  Depart 
ment  of  Health  and  Human  Services  (HHS) 
Mississippi's  D — *-'• 

Trent  Kelly,  Grey 
all  voted  in  the  a 
Democrat,  voted 


,  :  -  230-188  for  House  Joint 
hich  disapproves  of  the  rule  and 
s  took  the 

— - - .™.J 

in  this  rase,  the  U  S  Depart 

. — .... 

Republican  Congressmen  — 
gHarper,  and  Steven  Palazzo  — 
formative.  Bennie  Thompsoi 
--- against  it. 

five  weeks  before  former  U.S.  Flraj 
Barack  Obama  left  office,  HHS  issued  the 

regarding  the  Title  X  program,  which,  provides  how  and  whereThriV 
federal  funds  to  states  for  family  planning  and  '  *  -  *  ,helr 

preventive  health  services, 
rn  IV,H"S  n,lc  appears  most  beneficial  to  the 
,  Paren,h‘>od  F«f«ation  of  America 
(PPFA).  In  recent  years,  at  least  12  states  have 
cut  money  for  Planned  Parenthood,  some  in  the 
wake  oi-  vanous  scandals  uncovered  regarding 

the  country-  «  Mo  .  _ _ '  j . 


Clue:  F  »  D 

cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
OtCl  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en- 
substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
i  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
tie:  Proverbs  10:13 


Hove  fun  with 
knowledge.  A  I 


February  23,2017 
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cont.  liom  p.  1 


Message  reported  Feb.  16. 

In  a  text  message  to  Bap¬ 
tist  Press,  Message  editor 
Will  Hall  noted  be  queried 
Prestonwood  Church  about 
its  giving  to  SBC  causes  after 
senior  pastor  Jack  Graham 
told  The  Wall  Street  Journal 
in  a  December  interview  that 
the  church  was  'considering 
making  major  changes  in  our 
support  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention.’ 

At  issue,  Graham  said  in' 
the  interview,  was  alleged 
■disrespectfulness'  by  Ethics 
and  Religious  Liberty  Com¬ 
mission  (ERLC)  president 
Russell  Moore  toward^  evan- 

fjcanuamJiciate  and  eventual 
winner  Donald  Trump  during 
the  2016  presidential  cam¬ 
paign.  Graham  is  a  member  of 
Trump's  Evangelical  Executive 
Advisory  Board. 

Moore,  who  publicly  op¬ 
posed  Trump  during  the  pri¬ 
mary  and  general  election  cy¬ 
cles,"  said  in  a  December  blog 
post  be  never  intended  to  criti¬ 
cize  all  evangelicals  who  sup¬ 
ported  Trump. 

Some  Southern  Baptiste  have 
also  taken  00  ERLC  for  joining 
a  friend  of  the  court  brief  last 
May  in  support  of  a  New  Jersey 
Islamic  society's  plan  to  build  a 
mosque  in  that  state. 

The  International  Mission 
Brfard  (1MB)  joined  the  bnef 
ss  welt,  but  has  since  pulled 
out  of  the  case.  IMB  President 
David  Platt  apologised  Feb.  1$ 
for  tbe  divisive  nature  of  the 
IMB  action. 

Graham,  a  former  SBC 
president,  told  Baptist  Press 
(BP)  via  text  message  that 
Prestonwood  Church  Is  en¬ 
gaging  in  ‘an  internal  evalu¬ 
ation  of  its  giving,  ‘and  our 


‘In  our  fellowship  of 
churches,  Prestonwood 
Baptist  Church  has  been 
a  faithful  ministry 
partner  for  many  years 
We  love  Jack  Graham 
and  his  people  It  is  our 
hope  that  these  con¬ 
cerns  can  be  resolved  in 
a  way  that  strengthens 
the  kingdom  work  of 
Southern  Baptists  and 
honors  the  autonomy 
of  the  local  church.  We 
stand  ready  to  assist  as 
we  have 
opportunity." 

Jim  Richards 
5 BTC  •xocuthro  director 

desire  is  not  to  seek  public¬ 
ity  so  we  can  make  the  right 
decision  for  our  church  and 
Southern  Baptists.* 

Asked  whether  Preston¬ 
wood  Church  also  will  es¬ 
crow  funds  for  the  Southern 
Baptists  of  Texas  Convention 
(SBTC)  —  the  state  conven¬ 
tion  with  which  it  cooperates 
—  Graham  responded,  “We’re 
evaluating  everything." 

Graham  told  the  Message  he 
is  ‘not  angry  at  the  SBC.  and 
neither  are  our  people,  and  I’m 
not  working  to  start  a  move¬ 
ment  to  fire  anyone.’  He  said 
he  wants  Prestonwood  Church 
to  remain  “a  cooperating  part¬ 
ner  as  we  hare  been  for  monv 
years,”  but  cited  ‘uneasiness* 
among  church  leaders  about 
tbe  “disconnect  between  some 
of  our  denominational  leaders 
and  our  churches.’ 

SBTC  executive  director 
Jim  Richards  told  BP  In  a 
statement,  ‘In  our  fellowship 
of  churches,  Prestonwood 


Baptist  Church  has  been  a 
faithful  ministry  partner 
for  many  years.  We  love  Jack 
Graham  and  his  people.  It 
U  our  hope  that  these  con¬ 
cerns  can  be  resolved  in  a 
way  that  strengthens  the 
kingdom  work  of  Southern 
Baptists  and  honors  tbe  au- 
touomy  of  the  local  church. 
We  stand  ready  to  assist  as  we 
have  opportunity.’ 

ERLC  President  Russell 
Moore  told  BP  in  a  statement, 
1  love  and  respect  Jack  Gra¬ 
ham  and  Prestonwood  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  Th»  is  a  faithful 
church  with  gifted  leaders  and 
a  long  history  of  vibrant  min¬ 
istry  working  and  witnessing 
for  Christ.* 

Bart  Barber,  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Fannerxville,  Tex¬ 
as,  who  serves  on  the  ERLCs 
Leadership  Council,  tweet¬ 
ed  following  Prestonwood 
Church's  announcement,  ‘I 
love  and  appreciate’  Jack  Gra¬ 
ham  “but  am  an  ardent  advo¬ 
cate  for  S  Religious  Liberty  and 
for’ CP. 

‘I'm  just  heartbroken  & 
conflicted,'  be  wrote. 

In  related  news.  First 
Church  in  Morristown,  Tn., 
announced  last  month  it 
would  escrow  funds  tradition¬ 
ally  given  through  CP  over 
concerns  related  to  ERLC  and 
IMB  participation  in  the  New 
Jersey  mosque  brief.  Pastor 
Dean  Haun  resigned  as  an 
(MB  trustee  in  November  over 
the  brief. 

Louisiana  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  executive  director  David 
Hankins  and  former  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  chairman 
Bill  Harrell,  tetired  pastor  of 
Abilene  Church  in  Martinez. 
Ga..  who  has  been  critical  of 
Moore’s  leadership,  both  told 
The  Wall  Street  Journal  they 
know  of  churches  consider¬ 
ing  a  diversion  of  funds  away 
from  ERLC 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  ii  pleased  to  pubtiah 
nows  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  chu-ches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  Nows  items 
and/01  nrujtoqraptn.  depicting  bennfts  and 
activities  tor  secuiui  Or  outside  orgarmatlona 
wilt  nsn  be  published 

news  may  be  submit  ted 
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h-rmat  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  will  not  ha  ac¬ 
cepted  Photographs  most  be  dew,  sharp,  and 
welMignteil  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  braiding-,  or  obiecVonfy  photo 
graphs  wit  bs  printed  Photographs  oontsining 
nappiopnete  gestures  and  objectionable  cloth¬ 
ing  wilt  not  be  published.  Cell  phone  photo¬ 
graphs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do 
not  reproduce  well  on  naweprint  are  rwnereHy 

■:*>,*(  w*  rot  be  at  ttnowlsfc  jad  or 
stunted  All  rows  items  we  subtact  k>  editing, 
nd  as  photograph*  are  subject  s>  Cropping 
earns  amfror  photographs  can  he  pub- 
one  Bma  only.  OeadUoc  fee  submitting 

PW*  to  requested  pubkeahun 
It -.las  Hurt  are  not  dstosonwhve  w>* 

a  space- aveiablti  basis.  These 


PLATT 

con.  from  p.  1 

Latin  for  “friend  of  the  court’ 
—  joined  by  1MB  that  sup¬ 
ports  the  Islamic  Society  erf 
Baskins  Ridge.  RJ,  GSM) 
in  its  religious  discrimination 
lawsuit  against  a  local  plan- 

Ethic*  ft  Religious 
liberty  Commission  in  Nash¬ 
ville  also  joined  tbe  brief. 

In  December,  U.S.  dis¬ 
trict  Judge  Michael  Shipp 
ruled  the  Planning  Board  of 
Bernards  Township,  NJ., 
violated  federal  law  when 
It  required  the  ISBR  to  In¬ 
clude  more  than  twice  as 
much  parking  space  in  its  site 
plan  for  a  proposed  mosque 
as  ft  required  for  local  Chris¬ 
tian  and  Jewish  houses 
of  worship. 

In  his  ruling  Shipp  noted 
the  amicus  bnef  joined  by 
IMB  and  ERLC  'supports 
the  ISBR’s  arguments  that 
unlawful  religious  discrimi¬ 
nation  occurred. 

Platt  said  missions  is 
’what  I  long  for  the  conver¬ 
sation  about  the  IMB  to  be 
focused  on,  for  the  sake  of 
those  who  have  never  heard. 


“I  am  grieved  how  the 
amicus  bnef  in  the  recent 
mosque  case  has  been  so  di¬ 
visive  and  distracting,  and 
my  purjwae  in  bringing  it 
up  here  is  not  to  debate  re¬ 
ligious  liberty  but  to  aim-1 
pty  say  that  1  really  do  want 
IMB  to  be  focused  on  {its] 
mission  statement.’ 

Platt  also  said  in  the  fti- 
ture  a'  new  process  for  filing 
amicus  briefs  is  needed  ‘that 
will  involve  my  office  and 
our  trustees.”  He  pledged  to 
discuss  such  a  policy  during 
a  Feb.  28-March  t  IMB  trust¬ 
ee  meeting. 

Platt  told  BP  in  .a  state¬ 
ment  last  month.  ’As  a  result 
of  discussions  among  IMB 
trustees  and  staff  over  recent 
months,  we  have  revised  out 
processes  for  our  legal  de¬ 
partment  filing  any  future 
amicus  briefs.” 

Dean  Haun,  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Morristown,  Tu., 
resigned  as  an  IMB  trustee 
in  November  because  he  said 
joining  the  briekdid  not  com¬ 
port  with  -lMB’s  mission  and 
could  be  viewed  as  an  im¬ 
proper  alliance  with  follow¬ 
er*  of  a  religion  that  denies 
the  Gospel. 


The  Bepbst  Record.  P.O. 

MS  3B2OftO630.  RAX  (60f  I 
fc  bapiisj.'seofittembefc  -rg. 


Need  a  light? 

said,  "I  am  (In-  liuht  of  the  world. 
\\  h.  .  <i  i-  (iilliim  iii>-  oil!  uni  walk 
m  <I,ii  hi  rtjl  hill  "ill  hair  llic 
lighted  life.”  John  H:  1 2 > 


Simpli  share  the  lullowinq  prater 
with  1. ud  in  tour  mill  words*. 


I.  I  iikI.  |  admit  that  I  need  tnu. 

I 

1 1  time  sinned.) 

I  want  forgiveness  fur  im  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  1 1  repeal. 1 
.V  I  heliese  Jesus  died  and  rose 
front  the  urate  to  forgive  mt  sjns 
arid  In  restore  luv  relationship 
with  tmi.  I  believe  in  Jesus. » 
4.  Kv  faith.  1  inv  ile  Ji  siis  I  hrisi 
into  rnt  life.  From  Ibis  time  on. 

I  w  ml  In  live  in  a  In  vim;  n  l.ilmnslnp 
with  Him.  I  receive  t  hrisi  as« 
im  Savior  amt  I, or d. t 


"Bui  as  mailt  as  received  hint.  In  Ihcm  lie  nave 
the  riuht  to  hi-eome  children  of  God,  even  In 
those  who  believe  10  his. flame. ”  (John  lilji 
If  ton  make  a  <h-  -s'  .1  for  I  hrisf  lodat,  contuet  a 
lout  Soul  hi  rn  Baptist  chureb  for  spiritual  gtiidanee. 


ISM 


Redeemed  and  Secure  •  Ruth  3:8-13 ;  4:13-17 


of  Ruth  “  such  a  sweet 
ftBAar***  The  life  of  an 
IMd  T^ament  widow  Was  one  of  pov 
erty,  Widows  often  returned  to  their 
rrf^r^I?  an^  hoped  to  remarry  Nao- 
Sd  t^h^r  bom*i  but  she  was  too 

hte^1NaoSi^^B°r?,5rriage  God 
a  kin^m.^  ^i  and  Ruth  by  Providing 

Hispl^e”6  Ch00SCS  t0  bri"«  ab°u< 


Interest  -  Ruth  3:10-13 

*°  'tke 

t  ber 

for  you  whatever  you  ask  for  all  mv- 
People  in  the  city  know  that  vou 
a  woman  of  excellence"^  Z  He 

redeemer*  A&'UmJZ 

be ridSSta ^tWE,W°Uld  need  *° 

sSgtttssafcis 

The  city 


his  sandal  to  Boaz.  This  transaction 
was  witnessed  by  the  elders  " 


Inheritance  -  Ruth  4:13-1-7 
p,;**2  aU  rha*  belonged  to 

Naon^He  ^  Kuth  a^h£  £ife 


Inquiry  -  Ruth  3:8-9 
At  midnight,  Boaz  wok 


O^ng  Ruth.  God  blessed  them  with  a 
s°n  whom  they  named  Obed  The  birth 

iS  im^  HMUMrrt  ef,  °w 

^  Bible  'j-lSE 

88 ,  «■  sea* 

was  also  the  place  where  folks  trans-  riot  left who  has 
•cted  business.  Boaz  went  to  th<»  ritv  j  ^fbout  a  redeemer  todav 

f£!ntaifl  foiuJd  thc  c^e  relative  In  nam<l  become  famous  m 

front  of  ten  of  the  elders  Boa 7  tait^  J?*  *^*so  be  to  you  a  restorpr 

to  the  relative  about  hfc’r^te  £ }*'  and  a  «■«■»«  oJZ?  mZ 

man  redeemer.  BoaxexnUinS  for  youF  fo^ghter-in-laW,  who  lom 
Naom/had some  land  to  sell.  That  idea  I?"  *?d  “  better  to  you  than  seven 
interested  the  relative  ^owe^r  h^  birth  t°hi™(vT£ 

not  intprMtsiH  i*« - • _ w*  .  *51-  Naomi  was  eDmnrsmi^  k». 


Boaz  woJce  UP  and  was 

Stta?frfUth  lyi"«  at  his  feet, 
j.  1  8  instructions  and  Ruth's  ntw 
*en  actions  seem  very  straZ  tp^s' 

*hedo!n«?  Was  s  ffi  tn-C 
i*0^8**  h*™  or  seduce  him?  No  at>So8 
lZ]y™  Tht?  were  following  Isra- 
rv«ms  often  slept  at 
ttMgoft^irmasters  When  6oaz 


the  Bible 

’  McGrow 


S«i!rassrtaaS 

as-asa^ 

53E«r*25iS 

gyryoyfjnaid,  for  you  are  a  clo« 
Namni. 

Hty  and  th^'aS^"*^  ‘r***; 
pmpriate  or  seductive  in  nature.  P 


blessed 

W  iM  N.ionn 

u  t  t  Vl  continued 

0|P  f—  —  V  ■  the  line  of 

C  I  k  Elimelech. 

v  M  v--j  S-  The  wom- 

\  1  PNn  «oM 

Naomi, 
A  V  ‘Blessed  is 

the  Lord 

and  ms  ^  without  a  redeemer  to 
and  may  his  name  _ • 


tn7r_,_,  f^rac  Iana  to  8CU.  That  idea 
the  wfatfw.  Howe'er,  he 

agSrspa^rswai 

S'^sa^raatss 


uinn  to  nun"  (w  La- 
Godused  Bou  to  be  the  kinsman  re- 


"  ?.?d.  Ru,h  to  continue  the  lineac  „r 

and  the  hneage  of  Jesus.  ^ 

1  edv  $£'  ^C!dlan  overwhelming  trag 

WM  Wi,h  !i  ber  bu,sband  and  two 
sons.  With  so  much  loss,  she  had 

i  S  Remember  her  words 

®ethlehem,  she 
sam.  Do  not  call  me  Naomi-  call  me 

biner’l  f°r  *^e  ^"“Sbty  has  dealt  vary 

rhol  L"?tb  Fne-  1  went  out  full,  but 
the  Lord  has  brought  me  back  empty 

Z/d  ha.y°U-.Ml1  Naomi-  since  ^he 

-  r.  1  as  .witnessed  against  me  and 

r2eo^o‘8ShyehaS  a,?icJed  me?  (Roth 
on  cld  u  could  have  given  up 
on  God,  however,  Naomi  decided  tn 
trust  m  Him.  That  trust  l«l7o  gre!i“ 

ieyr  armhse  ^  d  hef  grandch'ld  Obed  in 
pie  hook  of  Ruth  is  a  story  of  faith 
fearnTf'^:  From  this  lesson  we 
In  fi  ibat  r  ,V,ng  with  integrity  leads 

"rHn^  aT  Wi,h  God  and  »thed  . 
with  confid^  fa?  Pntential  obstacles 
wth  confident,  knowing  that  God  can 
“aeobstacles  for  His  honor.  God  is  al- 
makl,,g  H«?  "^emptive 

srgg^^gaa.ter 

!3S?%!2fe-<SSjr*«vi 


Giving  with  Joy  •  Phitippians  4: 10-20 


iJ^5.?3!eik’L1?80n  fr0™  tf*  first 

S.IS't&PWWa 

be^ns,  I  rejoiced  in  the  Ixird  greatly 

that  onee  .  _ _ j  ®  ’ 


several  clues  to  Taut s 

l«»?^lrnt(!0| tblS  Pass*«e  Bu*  let's 
jgTJW**.  °eeper  at  Paul's  continual 

*° rejoicing  dai* 

*  ?ib*e  "n°k  Commentary  Vol- 
nmejta  written  by  Malcolm  O  Tolbert. 
"fWfcMOT  of  New  Iestament  at  South 
WawTft  Theological  Seminary. 

yyfclW.  NC,  gives  some  interest 
p  g^*Uh,t9  It  has  often  been  said  that 
^■n  watmaent  in  verses  11-12  is  very 
h,  "  lar  to  Stnn-  thought  In  verse  •  13, 
h„rr^'.r  2J*-,be  ®®erence  between 
artStill?^  ^  5*010,.  They  cultivatwl  an 

c^^J!Ll^3,f5rell0r  toward  the  cir 
Wmrtanees  „f  ^  alKi  their  stren)(th 

*? tbe,r  own  resources  Paul  s 
however,  came  as  a  result  of 

ms  IntTinst  relationship  The  secr.-t 
0°ntentniem  in  difficuli  circum- 

stances  was  Christ  " 


Many  mature  Christians  claim  Phi¬ 
lippine  4:13  as  their  life  veree.  To  the 
extent  these  Christ  followers  are  liv- 
S?D^rPauJ^ s  umierstanding,  stressed 
by  Professor  Tolbert,  that  the  secret  to 
contentment  is  Christ,  this  is  a  valu¬ 
able  understanding.  Paul’s  *in  Christ" 
relationship  or  his  concept  that  con¬ 
tentment  is  Christ,  has  the  same  basic 
truth  found  m  John  14:6  when  Jesus 


15P2;  .Be  <^,.n?eP,  here  is  to  believe 
tart  nith  which  Jesus  plainly  claims 
“„,.lrn  *•  “>  very  essence  the 

truth,  which  is  the  only  way  to  life. 

(!J??us).i?  the  way  to  the  'In 
Chrnt  relationship  Paul  refers  to  in 
thefourth  chapter  of  Philippians. 

Ckir  focal  passage  closes  with  Paul 
wrmng.  My.  God  will  supply  all  your 
r£ri!?«afCO"s t0  H,s  riches ‘n  Slory  in 


says,  ”  lam  the!  only]  W.y  fto^d]  a^3  CW,  ,  t0  His  ***  m  glo^y  in 

J'b*'®-  2SWCJ £Z?32$.fS£: 

to  the  Fa-  —  ■  _  pians  4:19- 

ther  but  .  t  20  (HCSB). 

through  sp  ■'  i  There  is  an 

S"n'4:‘  0C^-  Bible  Studies  forMe  SS 

King  HKlb  M  Ilh  Dim  Hicks  1,1  this  pas 

James  saK1’  about 

quotes  Je-  Hhuff  some  of  the 

ius  saying,  3  ways  God 

'I  am  the  supplies  all 

vay.  the  truth  and  the  life.'  The  deep-  Remember  where  we  «.I.rv^U.n"''Tds 
‘St  existential  rneanina  of  “th.'  lif#.*  ..  tl.n-  -i ™  f  started  this  les- 


he  wrote,  "But  I  have  received  every- 

'f!  11  ’  an<M  jave  an  abundance 
My  supplied,  having  received 
from  hpaphroditus  what  you  provid- 
eo-a  fragrant  offering,  an  acceptable 
f^J>i^as‘ng  !°  (lod'  Philipp ia nr 
4- 18  (HCSB)  Paul  wanted  his  readers 
to  understand  that  God  would  meet  all 
their  needs,  as  well.  "And  my  God  will 
supply  all  your -needs  according  to  His 


to  the  Fa-  .  MM 

ther  hut 
through  4S 

m  :  M  Bib 

(amp). 

p  *  .. 
James  W 

quotes  Je- 
sus  saying, 

"1  am  the 

way.  the  truth,  and  the  life."  The  deep¬ 
est  existential  meaning  of  “the  life"  is 
that  "no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father, 
but  by  me."  There  is  no  life  except  that 
given  by  God,  Himself.  God  chooses 
to  give  u*  life  bv  placing  our  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  thus  the  introduction 
to  “The  Comfort  Chapter,"  "Let  not 
your  heart  be  troubled:  ve  believe  in 
God,  believe  also  in  me,"  John  14:1 


with  Don  Hicks 
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JL  rc;olc«J  in  the  lord  greatly  that 
once  again  you  renewed  vour  care  for 
me,  Philippians  4:10a  (flCSB).  Paul 
acknowledged  that  it  had  been  hard  for 
the  Christians  in  Philippi  to  send  him 
tangible  help  in  Rome. 

fcpaphroditus  carried  the  help  from 
Macedonia  o  Paul  who  was  in  chains  in 
Rome.  Paul  s  gratitude  was  lavish  and 


^-.y  rnui  vsearenea  tor 

the  most  extrav^m  explanation  he 

sunLI  fi"^Kt0  l'Xp^,n  God  s  generous 
thFtrl  iPle  ?*travagant  explanation 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  gave  Paul  was  "his 
riches  in  glory  in  Christ  Jesus." 

,  93 >’s  1  was  not  in  despite  need 

hut  Still,  you  did  well  bv  sharing  with 
S,e hardship."  Philippians  4  ,4 
(HCSB).  Paul,  appreciatively,  re- 
memhers  that  in  the  early  da  vs  the 

.:Z?Tn\TF  «n‘  giflN  when  no 
Other  church  did  Then  “evei  The- 

salon ica  you  sent  gifts  (or  my  need  sev 
oral  times,  Philippians  4.  if,  (HCSB) 
,h<'  l'onhth,.,„s 

Paul  stated  thjs  basic  C  hristian  truth 
(rod  loveth  a  cheerful  giver  "  CotTn- 
t  ilia  ns  9:7c. 

Hwks  is  associatiorwl  missions  :ii 
Springs" r 


GOLF  DAY  FOR  CAREY 


if  you  .ire  inler*%t*<i 
in  ivcm9  a  vpon*or 
entry,  or  votunteOMftg 
pit- .tit*  cont<»<  t  Oitk 
Vog«*»  ut  401-297- 14*9  of. 
dvogriii  wrmcarey.edu  • 


In  other  Church  News: 

►  The  Calhoun  Association  is  hosting  Tell  Someone  Evange- 
lisra  Training  Feb.  26, 6  p.m.,  at  Derma  Chu'  ch,  led  by  Don  Lum. 

>  Trinity  Church,  Laurel,  will  host  Briaa  Free  and  Assurance 


Friday,  March  3-12 


Volunteer  Opportunities 

Due  id  Me  rape  o»  Me  net 


57500 


TO  ALL  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTISTS: 


This  is  styled  as  a  report  to  our  stockholders.  Since  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  accepted  Mississippi  Woman's  College 
(ton  the  churches  of  Hattiesburg  in  1911,  k  has  beep  the  mission  of  the  school  to  serve  Mississippi  Baptists  and  to  provide 
a  quality  education  for  students  from  Mississippi  and  beyond.  Literally  thousands  of  ministers,  missionaries,  teachers,  music 
directors,  housewives,  and  laymen  have  gone  out  from  Carey  instilled  with  Christian  values  that  ate  taught  and  modeled  by 
faculty  and  staff  (hr  mission  continues  to  he  to  provide  a  quality  education  in  a  caring  Christian  environment  and  to  stand 
firmly  on  the  fidelity  to  God's  Word.  May  1  sham  a  progress  report? 

Since  the  tornado  ravaged  our  campus  on  January  21,  we  have  made  remarkable  progress  on  restoration  and  rebuilding  Many 
of  you  have  supported  frits  effort.  We  had  over  $00  workers  on  campus  last  week  cleaning  and  restoring.  When  the  Spring 
Trimester  begins  on  February  20,  seven  of  our  nine  residence  halls  will  be  available  to  bring  students  back  to  campus.  The  new 
addition  to  the  science  building  wifl  be  complete  and  other  repain  to  academic  buildings  will  allow  us  to  resume  classes  with 
some  exceptions:  the  medical  school  will  continue  to  operate  on  the  USM  campus  and  some  other  depertments  will  be  housed  in 
churches  in  Hattiesburg. 

We  have  taken  a  step  of  faith  and  made  the  decision  to  decline  all  federal  funds.  Accepting  federal  hinds  would  tie  us  up  m 
governmental  red  tape  and  delay  recovery  by  months,  perhaps  years.  The  most  important  reason  for  our  rejection  of  federal 
hinds,  however,  is  die  limitations  on  our  ability  to  operate  as  a  Christian  institution  free  from  governmental  restrictions.  Having 
made  this  decision,  wc  are  trusting  individuate  and  churches  to  help  us  make  up  the  gap  between  our  insurance  coverage  and 
actual  coats  of  rebuilding.  We  have  good  insurance  coverage  but  only  damage  directly  connected  to  the  insured  buildings  wilt 
be  covered.  Some  cleanup  and  other  necessary  expenses,  as  well  as  the  insurance  deductible  must  be  borne  by  Carey.  This  could 
run  into  several  million  dollars.  Insurance  never  covers  everything  We  are  trusting  the  Lord  and  the  generosity  of  Hit  people 
and  churches  to  msfct  vsf  the  difference 

With  the  devastation  of  the  neighborhood  surrounding  Carey  there  will  be  opportunities  to  secure  neighboring  property. 
Donations  tc,  die  property  acquisition  hind  will  serve  a  double  ministry,  h  will  provide  finds  to  the  people  to  help  them  rebuild 
elsewhere  and  it  will  allow  Carey  to  secure  property  that  will  serve  as  a  buffer  zone  as  well  as  land  for  ftaurr  growth.  I  am 
praying  that  God  will  lead  individuals  to  contribute  to  this  hind 

Your  financial  support,  prayers  end  referral  of  prospective  students  will  make  all  the  difference  for  the  future  of  Carey  With 
William  Carey  we  "expect  great  things  from  God"  and  will  "attempt  great  things  for  God." 

God  blest. 

Tommy  King.  President 


OFFICE  OF  THE 
PRESIDENT 


